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New Semester,
New Faces!
What a fantastic start to the new semester! UF Women's Water
Polo is excited to welcome several new players to our team this
semester. Attendance has been off to a stunning start. It is not
unusual to have more than 35 girls at practice now, even with
hectic beginning of the semester schedules. With over 17 new
girls joining out team, the amount of new players almost
outnumbers our returning players! Our newest additions to the
team are comprised of a good mix of freshmen and
upperclassmen. Some girls are seasoned water polo players
starring on their high school teams, while others are learning
the sport for the first time. We can’t wait to get to know our
newest team members and watch their talent grow in our team!
The future is looking bright for UF Women’s Water Polo!
« Plenty of new faces to be seen at one of our fall
practices!
We are so fortunate to have as strong of a foundation as we do, and one that is
ever growing. However, we feel a gap has risen between our present team and
our support. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep our alumni, family, and
friends in the loop about all things UF Women’s Water Polo.
Please enjoy it and then pay it forward!
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«Our Water Polo football
block and the Alumni
Scrimmage

Fall: Off to a Busy Start!
We’ve only been back in
Gainesville for a month but our
team has really started off fall with
a bang! In addition to cheering on
Gator Football during their
winning streak in the Swamp, UF
Women’s Water Polo has had a
jam-packed month.
Administratively, our team has
already gotten off to a running
start. Last year, our team was
named one of the Top Five Sports
Clubs at UF. To maintain this high
caliber of club we must, as a team,
fundraise 75% of our allocated
budget and volunteer. The men's
and women's water polo teams
welcomed in the first week of
classes with a fundraiser at
Sweetberries for delicious
sandwiches and frozen custard.

Then on Saturday, September 19th,
our team rose bright and early to
participate in the campus-wide
service day known as Gator Plunge.
We were stationed with the Keep
Alachua Count Beautiful organization
and had a productive team-building
day beautifying landscapes in the
area.

taking home prizes: bottles of Opus
Cold-Brew Coffee! On each team,
one MVP was also awarded a brand
new water polo ball!

In the pool, we are already
preparing for our season in the
spring! On September 28th, women's
water polo had the chance to
participate in a scrimmage day with
some of UF women's alumni. The
three teams included Alumni,
Upperclassmen (Juniors and
Seniors), and Underclassmen
(Freshman and Sophomores). The
Alumni were victorious in all of their
games with each Alumni player

A big thank you to the alumni that
came out to play with us and coach
Tim Larson who organized the event!

The current team looks forward to a
chance to rematch their alumni
during Alumni Weekend, which will
take place on November 7th-8th!

Senior Spotlight: Kaylee Petik
Age: 21
Major: English
Ambition: Above all, my goal in life is simply to be happy. BUT happiness does not pay the bills, so as far as career
ambitions go, they're in the works. Right now I am currently in the final interviewing process for Teach For America.
(Everybody keep your fingers crossed for me, please!) After that, I would love to find myself working at a
Child/Young Adult literature publishing house. Who knows, maybe I'll be the one to discover the next Harry
Potter series??
Fun Fact: Kathleen, Shannon, Tina, and I have created a Gainesville senior-year bucket list with a bunch of "mustdo, must-see" kind of things around town. It's a list of things like "go to Bob's River Place" and "watch the bats at
sunset," or "go to happy hour at every bar in midtown." If you have any suggestions for the list, please let us know!
“Being a goalie is weird. In practice, all of your teammates are rooting against you because they want players who
can shoot and score. But at the same time, they're [silently] rooting for you, too, because they want a goalie who can
block those shots to prevent the scores, but the rooting for you is in their own heads. Field players tell each other
"nice shot" out loud at practice all the time, but you don't ever hear field players tell a goalie "nice block" in
practice because then it's like a dig at the person who just took the shot that got blocked. Really, it's like only
the goalies are allowed to tell each other "nice block" because they're on the same team. These are the unwritten
rules of polo etiquette. Aren't they strange?”
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We Depend on
Your Support!
As a student-operated sports team, we
would not be successful without the
continuous support from our alumni,
family, and friends. We rely on your
help and are gracious for the
generosity we have always received.

Looking Ahead!
Coming up on our horizon is The
UF Annual Fall Classic
Tournament taking place
October 17th-18th at the
Florida Pool. This is our only
tournament this fall and we are
looking forward to playing some
new teams. We also have lots of
exciting new plans for this
weekend!
 We are thrilled to announce
that we will be hosting a Jolyn
Swimsuit trunk show during
the tournament! Jolyn, a
popular swimwear company
among swimmers and water
polo players, will be joining us
on deck at our tournament to
sell a variety of swim tops and
bottoms. The company has
graciously agreed to donate
10% of their profits to our
team as well.
 Also, October is Breast Cancer
Awareness month, and we
decided to use our tournament
as a chance to give back as a
team. Our Fall Classic shirts
will have a Breast Cancer

Awareness theme and we will
be donating 15% of the
proceeds from the shirts to a
breast cancer research
institute. If you are interested
in purchasing a shirt and can’t
make it to the tournament
contact Julia Richter at
jrichter@ufl.edu.
 On the Saturday of the
tournament (October 17th), our
team will hold a fundraiser at
Larry's Giant Subs from 5-8pm
and will be given a portion of
all profits during this time.
We can’t wait for this fun-filled
weekend and appreciate anyone
who can come out and support!
In addition to Fall Classic, we are
also beginning to plan our
Annual Alumni Weekend
taking place November 7th and
8th. This also coincides with UF’s
Homecoming Weekend. This
weekend will consist of a tailgate
before the Homecoming Game
against Vanderbilt on the
Saturday. Then on Sunday
morning the UF alumni will play
our current team at Florida Pool.

We are scouting out some yummy
tailgate food options, as well as
planning some other surprises.
Alumni, keep a lookout for more
information coming to you soon. It’ll
be a weekend you won’t want to
miss! Also if you have any comments
or suggestions feel free to contact
Shannon MacNeil
(smacneil@ufl.edu)
or Tina Papadopoulos
(cpapadopolos@ufl.edu).

Speaking of the Future…
UF Women’s Water Polo has joined
the 21st century with a brand new
website!
ufwaterpolo.wordpress.com
One of our players, Kirsten Chuba,
recently designed it and it’s an
excellent resource to stay up-to-date
with our team. On it, you will find
updates about the team, our
tournament schedule, the team roster
and more!
Be sure to check it out and mark your
calendars for all our upcoming
events!
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Comments? Questions?
We would love your feedback!
Words cannot express how grateful we are to
have such devoted alumni, family, and friends.
Your support is priceless and we will do our best
to make you proud. Thank you for all that you’ve
done and for all that you continue to do, we truly
appreciate it
This newsletter stands as a trial run; therefore we
would deeply appreciate your thoughts and
opinions. If you have any other questions about
our club, upcoming dates, potential merchandise
opportunities, etc., our officers are easy to reach!

Primary Contact:
Kaylee Petik
E-mail: kpetik@ufl.edu
(954) 529-5276

Alternative Contacts:

Or reach us via snail-mail:
Attn: Women’s Club Water Polo
3150 Hull Road
Gainesville, FL 32611

Katie VanDeventer
E-mail: kvandeventer1@ufl.edu
Kathleen Arnold
E-mail: kathleenearnold@ufl.edu
Sierra Leete
E-mail: s.leete@ufl.edu

And make sure to check out our
website @
ufwaterpolo.wordpress.com

